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The Israel Arts and Science Academy 
Israel Center for Excellence through Education 

2017-2018 Year-End Update 
 

Life at IASA is a continual buzz of activity. We selected a few particularly exciting 
accomplishments to share with you this year.  
 
Prof. Nava Ben-Zvi Awarded Israel Prize in Education 

Prof. Nava Ben-Zvi, Chair of the ICEE, was awarded the Israel 
Prize in Education at a State ceremony in Jerusalem on Yom 
Ha'atzmaut. The Israel Prize is Israel's highest cultural honor. 
In the words of Education Minister Naftali Bennet, who 
announced Nava's award, she is "a pioneer in computer and 
on-line education, an activist for women's leadership and for 
the inclusion of Haredi women and members of other 
minority sectors in academia. Her entire soul is education." 
Her relentless pursuit of educational excellence for all 
members of Israeli society presses us ever forward. We are 
honored to have Nava and her vision at the helm of our 
organization and look forward to continuing to set the bar for 
educational excellence in Israel with her leadership. 

 

At IASA 
 

IASA hosted TEDx Jerusalem Youth on June 4th, featuring 
fascinating talks from social activists and performing artists 
under the age of 18, as well as professional performances by 
Mayumana and Stephane. The highlight of the evening was 
IASA's own Tamari Cohen, who spoke about the Zero Waste 
Project and how she is implementing waste reduction programs 
at IASA and amongst Israeli youth.  
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IASA Alumna Speaks at 2018 Herzliya Conference 
 
IASA graduate Shlomit Berhanu, lawyer and social activist, was 
invited to speak at this year's Herzliya Conference.  The 
Herzliya Conference is Israel’s most prestigious annual 
conference, attracting leaders from around the world, as well 
as Israel’s leadership.  In a passionate speech, she exposed the 
inexcusable daily insults and barriers faced even now by the 
young Ethiopian community born and raised in Israel. IASA is 
proud of Shlomit for pushing herself through these barriers to 
become the leader she is today, and for using her talent and 

passion to make Israel more just and united. In 2008, IASA’s founding chairman, Bob 
Asher, received the Herzliya Conference Award.   
 
A Bright New Musical Talent 

 
One of IASA's most promising musical talents is the young 
pianist Eden Agranat-Meged. Last year, while only in 10th 
grade, he won 1st place at the Pnina Salzman Prize for Young 
Pianists under 19. At 15, he was the youngest competitor. This 
May, he made a major public appearance performing 
Beethoven, Mozart, and Ravel as solo pianist with the 
Jerusalem Symphony Orchestra.  Eden is the great-grandson 
of the second president of Israel’s Supreme Court, the late 

Simon Agranat. 
 
IASA on Taiwanese Television  
Taiwan's SET TV Channel aired a half-hour profile of IASA as part of a series highlighting 
outstanding education around the globe. The Taiwanese television team spent a day at 
IASA, interviewing principal Etay Benovich, faculty members, and students. They were 
astounded at the relaxed atmosphere and the students' passion for discussion and asking 
questions.  
 
Prizes, Awards, Articles 
Avishai Elah, 12th grade humanities student, won the prestigious Van Leer Prize in the 
Humanities for his essay "Taoism in the Warring States Period: The connection between 
metaphysics, language, mysticism, and politics in the philosophy of Laozi and Zhuangzi." 
IASA students Naomi Bruger and Michal Foreman won honorable mentions.  
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Omer Fridman, 12th-grade science student, is currently involved 
in the publication of an academic article based on his senior 
chemistry thesis: Filtering Nanoparticles from a Gaseous Phase. 

Eshel Chaim, 11th-grade music student, won first place for ages 
16-18 at the National Ariane Yerushalmi-Eldor Memorial 
Classical Guitar Competition 

Nitzan Cohen, 12th-grade science student, won second place at 
the Hebrew University's competition for outstanding high school 
theses in Earth Sciences. 

Yael Glicksman, 11th-grade science student, won an Honorable 
Mention at the European Girls in Math Olympiad in Italy. 

IASA Music graduates Gili Abarbanel and Omer Barash won the Israel Netanya Kibbutz 
Orchestra's Symphonic competition for original orchestral works. Their compositions 
will be played twice by the orchestra as part of their official season.  

IASA Music graduate Almog Segal won first prize in the Clairmont Piano Competition at 
the Buchmann-Mehta School of Music in Tel Aviv.  

Spreading Jewish Culture Worldwide 
Celebrated Israeli artist and IASA Art Department 
graduate Medad Eliahu was invited to head the 
artistic committee at the Jewish Festival of Krakow. 
He organized an interactive public art experience of 
Jewish culture in Krakow's old Jewish Quarter, 
which is now a thriving contemporary art scene. 
 
IASA Is Growing: IASA Middle School Celebrates a Successful First Year 
In September of 2017, at the Jerusalem Municipality's request, IASA fulfilled a long-time 
dream and opened a middle school to spread our unique ethos of excellence, leadership, 
and community service. Like IASA-HS students, IASA-MS students come from a range 

of cultural and religious backgrounds. The new 
IASA-MS has a lot of unique firsts: it is the first Israeli 
middle school with weekly community service; it is 
the only middle school with designated student 
project weeks; and it offers elective classes in 
Debate, Journalism, Critical Analysis, and Gender 
Studies.  
 
The school operates in a special partnership with the 
severely disadvantaged Guatemala Elementary 

School. IASA-MS teachers train the elementary school teachers in student enquiry-
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based pedagogy, 5th- and 6th-graders do community service with IASA-MS students, and 
the school has adopted IASA's elective courses model. 
 
IASA-MS expands the influence of IASA's unique educational model to a whole new 
population of younger students and serves as a model for excellent middle school 
education throughout Israel. The Municipality has agreed to build a new IASA-MS on our 
own Schusterman Campus.  We are very excited by this big step towards fulfilling our 
vision of revitalizing Israeli education.  
 
Update from the Educators Excellence Institute 

EEI is the outreach center of our organization, reaching 
principals, teachers and students all across Israel and 
beyond.  It developed 21st century methodologies and 
exciting STEM curricula for grades K-12.   While the 
school year for students has just ended, the teacher 
training season has just begun! Teachers from 
communities across 

the entire country and from every cultural 
background gathered at the IASA campus to 
experience hands-on the interactive science and 
math learning units they will be teaching in the 
coming school year. The teachers got as excited 
as kids as they cut agar, poured plaster, and 
navigated online math games. The EEI's training 
process is uniquely effective because it turns 
teachers into students, enabling them to experience learning from the students' 
perspective. Teachers couldn't say enough positive things about the training. One 
teacher told us: "Every single science teacher in Israel should go through your 
training."   
 
Thank you for your continued interest in ICEE.  Our Schusterman Campus is alive 

with new and exciting plans and activities.  Your involvement is greatly 
appreciated. 
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