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Brincat IASA Summer Camp 2017 was a whirlwind of fun and learning! 122 bright, 
enthusiastic 8th-grade boys and girls from across Israel spent nine days immersed in the 
IASA experience from morning to night.  

 

The Brincat Camp first took place nearly thirty years ago at the Weizmann Institute of 
Science.  Once IASA opened its doors in 1990, the camp moved to the school’s 
Jerusalem campus and adopted the school’s learning framework, offering tracks in 
Music, Science, Visual Arts, and the Humanities.  Ever since, campers choose their field 
of interest and have the opportunity to learn from IASA’s extraordinary faculty for nine 
days each summer. 
 

This year’s camp showed fantastic growth as the number of campers increased from 88 
last year to 122 this year! 44% of the campers chose the Science track, 28% chose Visual 
Arts, 15% chose Humanities, and 13% chose Music. 34% were return students from last 
year’s Arts and Science Camp for 6th-7th graders, testifying to the wonderful experience 
they had. 
 

The Brincat campers slept in the IASA dorms, participated in classes with IASA teachers, 
went swimming, enjoyed sports, took field trips, attended fun workshops and had 
plenty of time to work on their choice of independent projects. 
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The Science Track: Science campers at Brincat Camp experienced an in-depth 
introduction to the fundamentals of scientific investigation. They had the opportunity to 
learn with expert, well-known science educators and came to view themselves as young 
scientists taking part in real scientific enquiry. They engaged in self-directed lab work, 
designed and built 3-D models and used software to deepen their experience in 
astrophysics, biology, chemistry, and more.  
 
  

The Music Track: Budding musicians rarely have the opportunity to study with top 
composers and performers—unless they’re at 
Brincat camp! Under the guidance of masters 
such as Yisrael Sharon and Arik Halevy, campers 
tried new instruments, deepened their 
understanding of music history and theory, and 
had their first taste of composing music by 
themselves. Camp ended with a grand 
performance for campers and parents alike. 
 

 
 
The Visual Arts Track: For a young artist, Brincat Camp is a wonderland. Campers 
experimented with media they had never seen before—oil paint, printing and 
linoleum—as well as refining their skills in 
sketching, painting and sculpture.    With 
well-known Israeli artists like Ziko Kahn 
and Chaim Ben Shitrit as their guides, 
they moved through the creative process 
from ideation to finished piece as they 
created projects inspired by their 
personal experiences and imagination 
worlds.  They capped off the camp by 
mounting an exhibition. 
  

 
 
The Humanities Track: Middle school students who love literature and history indulged 
their thirst for learning and creativity as they bonded with a group of peers who really 
“got” each other. This year’s theme was fantasy literature. Instructors facilitated 
workshop-style classes discussing questions of philosophy, cross-cultural mythical 
origins, and literary aesthetics related to the fantasy genre. Putting their newfound 
creative writing skills into practice, campers wrote and presented their own original 
literature. 
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Sports and Trips 
 
In addition to immersing themselves in an 
enriching learning experience, campers were on 
the move! Races, volleyball, and track-and-field 
kept them on their feet, while a drama workshop 
had them laughing, collaborating, and definitely 
losing all shyness. They went on field trips to the 
Jerusalem Zoo and to Tel Aviv’s Ganei Yehoshua 
for sailing and bike riding, and they re-energized 
their minds and bodies bouncing around on giant 
inflatables. 
 
 
Brincat Camp Staff 
Camp Director Ofer Zaguri, a math educator for over 25 years, led the camp for the 14th 
summer running. Teachers from IASA’s expert faculty provided an educational 
experience of unparalleled quality and depth while always maintaining a fun and 
lighthearted summer atmosphere. The camp counselors, mainly IASA grads, created a 
fun and warm environment in which campers developed confidence, independence and 
self-esteem. 
 
 

The Final Exhibition 
Camp ended on a high note with a Final Exhibition. The campers impressed their 
families with their remarkable achievements. Parents could hardly believe the kids had 
put together such wonderful musical performances, creative writing, art pieces, and 
scientific discoveries in only 9 days!  
 
 

Thanks! 
Brincat campers come to IASA from all over Israel and from a variety of religious and 
cultural backgrounds. Brincat Camp gives them the rare opportunity to create 
friendships built on shared interests, talents, and hobbies.  Many IASA students have 
found their way to the school through the camp, and we look forward to seeing many 
campers again in high school! 
 

The Brincat Camp staff, campers, and community warmly thank you for 
your support of this phenomenal experience.  
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Campers Speak 
“I think the camp gave me so much. I will remember what I learned here forever, both as 
a friend and as a student. Signing up for the 7th grade camp was the best decision ever, 
and I HAD to come back! And the counselors are awesome! Thanks for everything!” 
 
“I learned so much at camp, and I can’t wait to deepen my knowledge by learning more. 
I met friends from all over the country, and we found out that we love so many of the 
same things! It was so much fun. The counselors were really nice, and I liked talking with 
them about lots of things that weren’t even connected to the camp.” 
 
“I came to the camp with really big expectations, and the camp went far beyond them! 
All the kids were really nice, the classes were really interesting and enriching, and the 
teachers were very nice and got us thinking.” 

 


