
  
 

 
 

ISRAEL ARTS AND SCIENCE ACADEMY 

Launch of the 2018-2019 School Year 

October, 2018 

We invite our friends and supporters to join us in welcoming 
IASA's class of 2021, our 30th student cohort!!  

The school year got off to an enthusiastic start with New 
Student Week, planned and carried out entirely by the 12th-grade 
class. To welcome the new 10th-grade students to the IASA 
family, the older students planned an exciting schedule of team-
building activities designed to familiarize the neophytes with 
IASA's culture, community and values.   

Even before the official opening of the academic year, IASA was 
buzzing with student activity. Students assuming leadership 
roles as student committee heads, community service team 

coordinators, and class representatives 
participated in a Summer Leadership Workshop. 
Leadership is one of IASA's foundational 
principles—the school is built on the belief that 
today's brightest young people must be taught 
the skills and values needed to cultivate values-
driven leadership for the future. At the 
workshop, the students learned about 
empathetic leadership, cultural sensitivity, 
motivating others for change, building positive 
group dynamics and more.  

 

 

Alumni Spotlight: From IASA to NASA 

IASA's mission is to serve Israel and the world by cultivating bright 
young hearts and minds who will be leaders for positive change and 
development. We are proud of our alumni who are fighting cyber 
crime, saving lives from traffic collisions through artificial intelligence, 
bringing classical music to the streets of Israel, and researching cures 
for cancer. This time, we'd like to shine the spotlight on a young alumna 
whose leadership is simply out of this world. 

Helen Wexler: the 28-year-old IASA grad who's building your future on Mars 
 
Helen Wexler is a splendid example of a successful IASA graduate.   She made Aliyah to 
Israel 18 years ago from New York at age 10.  Ten years ago, she graduated from IASA with 



  
 

 
 

dual majors in Art and Science (biology).   During her IASA years, Helen was an active and 
dynamic member of the student community with special emphasis on student life activities 
and the Crown Community Service Program.  

Using the creativity and intellectual flexibility she learned at IASA led her to move smoothly 
between different fields and ultimately end up at NASA.  After the army, she studied 
architecture at the Bezalel Academy, worked at a European architecture firm, directed the 
JNext Hi-Tech and Entrepreneurship Program at the Jerusalem Development Authority, co-
founded a start-up, worked in venture capital and was named in the Forbes Israel’s 30 under 
30 list.   

Helen now heads a team in NASA’s Centennial Challenge to build 3-D habitats on Mars, 
bypassing 164 other teams which included award winning architects, astronauts and 
doctors from MIT.  

Her story involves immense passion and drive, out-of-the box thinking (could anyone other 
than a IASA grad think up using a pasta extruder to process Mars dust?), last-minute calls 
to El Al pilots, asking an Israeli student in Rome she met through Facebook to fly Italian 
equipment to Tel Aviv to meet a deadline, and using a 5-star hotel room on Rothschild Blvd 
as a makeshift lab. Not to mention submitting her proposal to NASA as a comic strip. 

Intercultural Respect and the 3 Great Monotheisms Program 
 
The IASA student body is diverse, 
including Jews from across the spectrum 
as well as Christian and Muslim Arabs. In 
addition to fostering respect on the 
interpersonal level, IASA believes in 
familiarizing students with the 
background of Israel's brilliant cultural 

mosaic.  The Humanities Department's 3 Great Monotheisms Program introduces students 
to the foundational texts of Western religious thought: The Torah, the New Testament, and 
the Koran. Numerous lectures and field trips bring culture and belief to life throughout the 
year. The first trip, inspired by the High Holy Days, was a Selikhot Tour in Jerusalem's Old 
City. Visiting historic synagogues during the pre-dawn hours, IASA students of all 
backgrounds gained a deeper understanding of the traditional religious observance of Old 
City communities, both Sephardi and Ashkenazi.  

IASA is also participating in a special Arab-Jewish teacher training project. Teacher Inbal 
Yakir joined the “Teacher’s Lounge,” a coexistence project that brings together groups of 
Jewish and Arab teachers. The teachers visit each other's homes and learn together to 
identify and combat intolerance and to help students develop respect and engage in 
conversation with those who are different than themselves. 

  



  
 

 
 

IASA Middle School: Year 2 
 
On September 1st, IASA-MS welcomed 120 
students. After its successful first year, IASA's 
new middle school was inundated with 
applications: 330 students applied for the 60 
places available in the entering 7th-grade class.  
IASA-MS, which opened last year at the 
behest of Mayor Nir Barkat, is clearly filling a 
great need for excellence education in the 
junior high school years.  We look forward to 
growing and accommodating more students. 
Parents raved about their children's first year at IASA-MS. A father, calling the principal 
specifically to thank her and the staff for the wonderful educational and social experience 
his daughter had this year, said, "The difference between this school and her school last 
year is immense. My daughter is finally challenged and is excited to learn."  

 

ICEE Summer Teacher Training 
 
While school was out for the summer, ICEE's 
Educators Excellence Institute was hard at work 
ensuring teachers from all sectors nationwide 
were ready to start off the year right with 
exciting, engaging math and science classes that 
develop critical thinking, teamwork, 
independence and creativity.  
 

This month’s EEI calendar includes teacher 
training sessions for East Jerusalem teachers. 
Despite the longstanding tensions between 
East and West Jerusalem, ICEE has 
established a reputation as a trusted 
institution that stands outside of conflicts 

between communities. Last year, ICEE operated programs in 70 schools in 
Israeli-Arab communities (including 7 Druze and 1 Circassian) and 17 East 
Jerusalem Schools. In the past year alone we trained 270 teacher from Arab 
communities to give motivating and effective STEM education to 5,130 
students.  

 
  



  
 

 
 

 

IASA PREPARES GRADUATES FOR SUCCESS 
 
Intellectual intelligence is passive; you have it or you don’t.  IASA does not 
select students based on I.Q.   The qualities desired when recruiting students 
include: high ability, curiosity, creativity, the desire to learn and willingness to 
work hard.  IASA students are among the smartest in their class at home.  
Some IASA students have good interpersonal skills, but a significant number 
of them are unable to relate to their peers.  IASA attracts the best teachers in 
the country.  They provide a superior education to their students at the highest 
levels of each discipline.   
 
IASA has the most diversity of any high school in Israel:  geographically, 
economically and religiously (Israeli Arabs, secular and religious Jews), with 
different educational interests (Science, Art, Music and Humanities).    They 
are unified by their desire to learn.    The dormitory program provides 
education in ethical and moral values, personal conduct, respect for others, 

interpersonal skills, etc.  The IASA experience encourages social 
responsibility and teaches skills and tools that provide each 
graduate with the path to fulfilment and success.  The goal for each 
graduate is to become a Mensch. 
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