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Gender Education: IASA Middle School at the Center 

Although less than a year old, IASA Middle School (IASA-MS) is already taking 
steps towards its goal of serving as a model for middle schools across Israel. 

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat believes the way Jerusalem will attract young 
families to live in Jerusalem is by offering an outstanding education system 
(we agree). Mayor Barkat urged IASA to start a middle school to serve as a 
model for other middle schools in Jerusalem. The Jerusalem Municipality is 
currently rejuvenating the neighborhood of Kiryat Menachem, which is a 
lower socioeconomic neighborhood 
next to the IASA High School. Early 
in 2017, Mayor Barkat asked us to 
start a middle school which would 
be domiciled in the Guatemala 
Elementary School (GES). The plan is 
for IASA-MS to stay there for the 
three years it will take to build our 
student population. The 
Municipality has agreed to then partner with us to build a larger middle school 
on our own Schusterman Campus. IASA's leadership agreed to start the 
middle school because our goal is not only to serve as a model for Jerusalem, 
but as a model for the entire country.   

Education for gender equality is a burning issue in Israeli education. As in so 
many areas, IASA is blazing the trail. Anat Maoz, Principal of the IASA Middle 
School, worked with Ministry of Education representatives to coordinate a 
conference for educators at 70 schools across Israel on the subject "Talking 
about Gender in Education."  

The conference opened with a lecture by master educator Lili Ben Ami about 
teaching techniques that promote gender equality in heterogeneous 
classrooms. The participants then broke into groups for workshops on 
subjects including "Gender Equality in Physical Education Classes," "Gender 
Equality in the Religious School System," "Boys Speak About Gender in Middle 
School," and "Developing Leadership Skills for Girls." The program ended with 
a brainstorming session in which teachers shared ideas, based on their 
experience in the field, about how to build gender equality into Ministry of 
education curricula and generalized classroom practice. 


