
 

 

 

Two IASA students earn national acclaim 
 
In 2017, two of our students received a special award from the Israeli 
Ministry of Education, recognizing their volunteer work at Swedish Village. 
They are chemistry student Shay Sapir Baruch from Jerusalem, and 
music student Omri Valfer from Moshav Megadim. And while all of our 
students have made an impressive impact, Omri and Shay stand out.  
 
A connection that evolved into a friendship 
Shay worked with Chana, an elderly woman who is completely paralyzed 
and cannot speak. Once a talented artist, her only means of 
communication is by touch or facial expressions. Shay forged a unique 
relationship with her.  
 
“CCSP is over for the year,” Shay reports, “but I continue to visit her. What 
is most rewarding is when I arrive, the Village team says to Chana, ‘Your 
friend is here.’ I’m her friend. Not a volunteer, not a student—a friend, in the 
most simple and beautiful sense of the word.”  
 
Winning over a tough customer 
Omri worked with various residents throughout the year. She was always 
the first to visit the most difficult residents and often accompanied other 
volunteers to support them. Omri brought with her a spirit of joy and 
friendship, and established warm connections with all the participants. She 
worked hard to prepare interesting activities and helped the other 
volunteers prepare their programming.   
 
“The most rewarding experience for me is seeing the progress of Dalia, a 
resident at the Village,” says Omri. “In the beginning of the year, she yelled 
at us and threw us out of her room. After a few visits, she agreed that we 
could stay in the next room. After another meeting or two, she came into 
the room we were in. Slowly, slowly she gained confidence and trust in our 



good intentions, and by the end of the year she had become the resident 
most involved in our activities.” 
 
The community service emphasized by IASA helps students see that 
excellence can be expressed in many ways beyond academics, and that 
leadership can take many forms.  
 


