
 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE DESK OF ROBERT H. ASHER, CHAIRMAN – ICEE-USA 

March, 2018 

 

I am thrilled to announce that Prof. Nava Ben-Zvi, PhD-Chair of the Israel Center for Excellence 

though Education (ICEE) will receive the Israel Prize in education this year.  The Israel Prize is 

regarded as the State’s highest honor.  It is presented annually on Independence Day in a state 

ceremony in Jerusalem in the presence of the President, the Prime Minister, the Speaker of the 

Knesset and the Supreme Court President.    

Nava is the active Chair and guiding light of ICEE.  Under 

her leadership, ICEE’s flagship project, the Israel Arts and 

Science Academy (IASA) has raised its level of 

achievement beyond what has already been accomplished.  

This past fall, IASA opened IASA-Middle School which will 

serve as a model for what can be achieved in middle 

schools across Israel.   

ICEE has developed new methodologies, curricula and 

operations for STEM education which are in operation 

across Israel.  ICEE has successfully adapted one of its 

programs into the education system of Singapore.  It is now 

being expanded into every elementary school in Singapore. 

The Israel Prize Committee wrote, “Professor Ben-Zvi was 

as professor at the Hebrew University of Jerusalem, Chair 

of the Center for Scientific Studies and in the 1970’s she 

was a member of the team that established the Open 

University with the aim of making education accessible to 

the general population. 

Professor Ben-Zvi is a pioneer in the field of accessibility, materials to the internet, with the 

understanding that children learn and internalize through learning experiences.   Professor Ben-Zvi 

also worked to strengthen curricula in the field of mathematics and in general and serves as the 

Chairwoman for the Israel Center for Excellence through Education, which provides education for 

excellent students from all sectors of the population of Israel.” 

Everyone associated with ICEE toasts Nava for her great achievements and wonderful leadership of 

the Israel Center for Excellence through Education and the Israel Arts and Science Academy.  She 

continues to implement her forward vision of what excellence in education means.   Brava Nava! 


